Chapter  VI

TURKEY'S CHOICE

FO R three months after the declaration of hostilities
Constantinople was the centre of rival intrigues :
the representatives of the Austro-German Alliance
endeavouring to gain Turkey over to their side, while
those of the Anglo-Russo-French Alliance endeavoured
to persuade her to remain neutral. The Porte wavered
and vacillated : the more intrepid spirits, led by Enver
Pasha, the Minister of War, were for casting in their lot
with the Central Powers ; but the Sultan, the Heir
Apparent, the Grand Vizier, a majority of the Ministry,
and a considerable section of the Committee of Union
and Progress were opposed to so hazardous a course.
Public opinion, in so far as such a thing may be said
to exist in Turkey, was similarly divided: some of the
newspapers said one thing, others said the contrary.1

1 See the official Correspondence Respecting Events Leading to
the Rupture of Relations with Turkey (Cd. 7628). It is curious to
compare the tale told in these dispatches, written on the spot
and while things were still uncertain, with the narrative which
the Foreign Office issued after the catastrophe for the satisfaction
of a public angrily wanting to know " Why we lost Turkey/' I
refer to the Foreign Office Statement of Nov. i, 1914, to Sir
Louis Mallet's letter to Sir Edward Grey, dated London, Nov. 20,
and to Sir Edward Grey's reply, dated Dec. 4 : these last two
documents were not made public till Dec. n (Cd. 7716).
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